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Curriculum of the discipline

Sociology Department

1. Description of the discipline, its purpose, subject of study and learning outcomes

Studying at the second, master's level of higher education involves writing and defending a
qualification work - a master's thesis. A necessary prerequisite for successfully writing and defending a
master's thesis is the ability and skills to conduct independent scientific research. The results of such
research should be an integral and most important component of the entire final work of the master's student.
The course "Research work on the topic of a master's thesis" provides an opportunity to get a clear
idea of the requirements and methodology for conducting scientific research, prepares master's students for
independent research and writing scientific works, primarily master's theses. This discipline is an important
component of studying fundamental and professionally oriented disciplines. It lays the foundation for future
sociologists to obtain in-depth knowledge of the problems of methodology and organization of sociological
research for their further application in practical activities as graduate students, sociology teachers, research

assistants, and experts.

Competencies acquired during the study of the discipline:

General competenciesi:

- 3K 02 - Ability to work autonomously.

Professional competencies:



- ®K 03 - Ability to design and conduct sociological surveys, develop and justify their methodology.
- ®K 04 - Ability to collect and analyze empirical data using modern methods of sociological surveys.

- ®K 06 - Ability to adhere to the norms of professional ethics of a sociologist and to be guided by
universal values.

- ®K 10 - Ability to present the results of scientific research and prepare academic reports and
publications.

Programme learning outcomes

- MPH 04 - Apply scientific knowledge, sociological and statistical methods, digital technologies,
specialized software to solve complex problems of sociology and related fields of knowledge

- MPH 05 - Search, analyze and evaluate the necessary information in the scientific literature, data
banks and other sources.

- MPH 07 - Solve ethical dilemmas in accordance with the norms of professional ethics of the
sociologist and universal human values.

- MPHO09 - To plan and conduct research in the sphere of sociology, to analyze the results, to defend
the conclusions.

- MPH 11 - Summarize the results of one’s own research and present them in academic reports and
publications.

2. Pre-requisites and post-requisites of the discipline (place in the structural and logical scheme of
training according to the relevant educational program)

Prerequisites. To successfully master the discipline, students must complete training in the
following academic disciplines: "Analytical Sociology and Social Behavior: Modern Approaches",
"Methodology and Methods of Sociological Research in the Digital Age". In addition, it is desirable to have
basic skills in working with specialized software for processing and analyzing quantitative social
information (e.g., OSA, SPSS, R), with sociological data archives (e.g., the National Bank of Sociological
Data "Kyiv Archive").

In parallel, "Research work on the topic of the master's thesis" is mastered with the following
educational components: "Analytical Sociology and Social Behavior: Modern Approaches", "Computer

Analysis of Social Information and Data Visualization".

Postrequisites. After completing the course "Methodology and Methods of Sociological Research
in the Digital Age", students will be able to continue their studies or perform research tasks within the

educational component "Completion of a Master's Thesis".

The knowledge, skills and abilities obtained during training in this discipline can be successfully

applied in mastering other special and industry sociological disciplines.



3. Content of the academic discipline

Number of hours

including
Names of sections and topics Total JlaGopaTopHi
Lectures | Seminary |(komm torepuuii| IWS
IIPAKTUKYM)

Topic 1. The concept, structure 0 5 5 6
and types of scientific research.
Topic 2. The problem of truth
and the structure of scientific 9 2 2 5

knowledge.

Topic 3. The concept of
"knowledge" and approaches to 9 2 2 5
its analysis

Topic 4. General scientific

methods: classification. ? 2 2 >
Topic 5. Choosing a topic for
scientific research and 9 2 2 5
determining its relevance.
Topic 6. Using artificial
intelligence (Al) in scientific 9 2 2 5
research
Topic 7. Writing a master's 9 5 5 s
thesis: stages of preparation.
Topic 8. Principles of working

) 8 2 1 5
with sources.
Topic 9. Generalization of the
results of scientific research 8 2 1 5
and forms of its approbation
MKW 6 2 4
Final test 4 4
Total hours 90 18 18 54

4. Training materials and resources

4.1. Basic literature:

1. baGiuenko, A. K. OcHOBM HAyKOBUX JIOCITIPKEHD | HaBUAJIbHUN MOCIOHUK TSI CTYJICHTIB 3aKJIa/IiB
BUIoi ocBiT / aBTOpchkuit konekTuB: A.K. babiuenko, M.O. Ilomyctos, B.I. Bensma, FO.A.
ba6iuenko [Ta 2 iHmux] ; 3a penakuiero A.K. babiuenka ; MiHICTepCTBO OCBITH 1 HAYKH YKpaiHH,
MiHicTepcTBO OXOPOHU 3710poB's YKpainu, Hamionanenuil TexHiunuil yHiBepcutet " XapKiBChbKUNA
noTexHiuHui 1HCTUTYT", HamionaneHnii (apMaiieBTUUHUNA yHIBEPCUTET. XapkiB : JlpykapHs
Manpun, 2021. 133 c.



10.

11

Ju3aiin gocCiKEHHS: TMAXO0AU Ha OCHOBI SKICHMX, KUTBKICHHMX 1 3MilIaHUX MeToiB / mep. Irop
KoGenn, Tapac Ko6enb. JIbBiB : BumaBHUIITBO YKpaiHCHKOTO KATOJHUIIBKOTO yHIBEpcUTeTy, 2022.
284 c.

Kucnuii, B. M. Oprasi3zaiiisi HAyKOBUX JTOCJIIPKEHb | HABYAJIbHUM MTOCIOHUK VISl CTYICHTIB BUIIIMX
HaBYaIbHUX 3aKnafiB . Cymu : YHiBepcuTeTchKka kHura, 2023. 223 c.

Kocrin, FO. JI. Teopist 1 MeTO10JI0TisSI HAYKOBUX JTOCIIIJKEHD : HABUYAJILHUN MOCIOHMK JIJIS1 CTYICHTIB
(marictpiB) ycix ¢popm nHaBuanHs / FO.Jl. Koctin, T.B. ITomozosa, .A. Hleiiko, 1.}O. Kocrin ;
MiHicTepcTBO OCBITH 1 Hayku YKpaiHu, XapKiBCbKUH  HAIllOHAIBHHH  YHIBEPCUTET
PagioeIeKTPOHIKH. XapkiB : XHVYPE, 2021. 152 c.
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634072&local base=KPI01

MaricTepcbka aucepTallis : peKOMEHAAIil 10 CTPYKTYpH, 3MICTy, OpraHizailii BUKOHAHHS Ta
3axucty [ Enextponnuii pecypce] : HaBd. mocio. 17 3100yBaviB CTyIEHs MaricTpa 3a CiemialbHICTIO
C5 Comionoris / KIII im. Iropst Cikopebkoro ; ykman.: I. B. ITuromenko, T. B. Komowmienp. —
Enexrpon. Tekct. mani (1 ¢aitn). — Kui : KIII im. Irops Cikopcebkoro, 2025. — 81 c¢. Jloctym:
https://ela.kpi.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/e9aa25¢9-39¢3-4269-a321-5ec485ebb4ee/content

S5.1. Other literature
boapos, B. I'. Merononoriune Ta iHCTpyMeHTalbHE 3a0e3MeueHHs] HAYKOBUX JOCITIIKEHb :
HaB4yabHUN nociOHuK / B.I'. boxpos, JI.JI. Jlaze6nuk, C.B. Onumko, B.A. Poxko, O.A. IlleBuyxk ;
3a penakuiero O.A. llleBuyka ; YHiBepcuTeT AepxaBHOI (icKalbHOT ciy>k0M YKpainu. - Ipmins :
VYHiBypcurer ADC VYkpainuy, 2020. 323 c.
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000629207&local base=KPI01
bpacmaBceka O. B. Opranizamisi HayKOBUX JOCTIKeHb B ymoBax mudpoBoi TpaHcdopmariii:
METOJIONIOTIYHI miaxoau Ta nepcrnektuBu 3actocyBanHs / O. B. bpacnasceka // [lepcnekTuBu Ta
inHoBanii Hayku (Cepis "[legarorika", Cepis "Ilcuxomnoris", Cepist "Menummna"). - 2025. - Ne 6. -
C. 181-192. - Pexxum poctyny: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/prainnsc_2025 6 17
Bacunenko H. B. llITyynwuii iHTeNeKT Ta akajemMiuHa 100pOYECHICTh: (OPMYBaHHS €TUYHUX HOPM
y nudpoBomy cepenonuii / H. B. Bacunenko // CycninscTBO Ta HalioHaibHi iHTepecu. - 2025. -
No 7. -C.306-313. - Pexxum noctymy: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/scntint 2025 7 26
Buxpym, B. O. Metozgosnoris Ta METOAMKAa HAyKOBOTO AOCIIPKEHHS : mipy4yHuk / B.O. Buxpyu,
KO.M. Ko3snoBcbkuit ; MiHicTepcTBO OCBITH 1 Hayku YKpainu, HamioHanbHMI yHIBEpCcHUTET
"JIpBiBCchbKa moiiTexHika". - JIpBiB : BummaBuuinro JIpBiBchbKkoi momitexHiku, 2020. - 335 c.
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634076&local base=KPI01
I'anbkiB, JI. 1. OpranizyBaHHs 1 npoBeieHHS HayKoBUX JociikeHb: 1001 TecT ans maricTpis :
crietkypc s crnemianbHocTedt 051 "Exonomika", 073 "MenemkmeHT" | HaBUaIbHUN MOCIOHUK /
JLI. TanekiB, O.b. Mpuxina ; MiHicTepcTBO OCBITH 1 Hayku YKpainu, HamioHaneHuil yHiBEpcUTeT

"JIbBIBCHKA noJliTexHika'". - JIbBiB : Pactp-7, 2021. - 197 c.
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000635630&local base=KPI01
Etnunuit KOJIEKC YYEHOTO VYkpainu. URL: http://www.inem.lviv.ua/wp-

content/uploads/2013/03/ekuu.pdf.

Kamura H. I. Akagemiuna qoOpodecHicTh B cydyacHOMY OcBiTHbOMY mpoctopi / H. 1. Kammra //
[TepcnexTuBu Ta inHoBalii Hayku (Cepis "llenarorika", Cepis "[Icuxomnoris”, Cepis "Menununa").
-2025.-No 7. - C. 416-422. - Pexxum noctymy: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/prainnsc 2025 7 37
Koneke npodeciiinoi eruku comionora. URL: https://sau.in.ua/pro-sau.

KommuiekcHi BUMipIOBaJibHI 1HCTPYMEHTH B COLIOJOTIYHHUX JOCIIPKEHHSX: PO3pOOJIECHHS,
ajanTaris, oorpyHTyBanHs jaoctoBipHocti [€. 'onoBaxa, C. JlemOinpkuii, H. Ilanina Ta iH.]; 3a
Hayk. pea. €. ['onoBaxu ta C. Jlembinproro. Kuis. [actutyT corionorii HAH Vkpainu. 2022. 405
c.

KonBepcbkuit, A. €. KpuTuuHe MUCTIEHHS : MAPYYHHUK VIS CTYJCHTIB HAaBYAIBHUX 3aKJ1a 1B BUIIIO1
ocBiTH ycix crerianpHocTei / A.€. KonBepcbkuii ; MiHICTEpPCTBO OCBITH 1 HayKH YKpaiHU ;
KuiBcbkuii HarionansHuii yHiBepcuter imeHi Tapaca IlleBuenka. - KuiB : Llentp yuboBoi
JTepaTypH, 2022. - 362 c.
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000642398&local base=KPI01

. Kocrin, FO. JI. Teopist i MeTO0J10T1sI HAYKOBHX JIOCIIIPKEHD : HABYAJIbHHUI MOCIOHUK JIJIsI CTY/ICHTIB

(marictpiB) ycix ¢opm nHaBuyanns / FO.Jl. Koctin, T.B. ITonozosa, I.A. Hleiixo, /I.}O. Kocrin ;


https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634072&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634072&local_base=KPI01
https://ela.kpi.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/e9aa25e9-39e3-4269-a321-5ec485ebb4ee/content
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000629207&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000629207&local_base=KPI01
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/prainnsc_2025_6_17
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/scntint_2025_7_26
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634076&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634076&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000635630&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000635630&local_base=KPI01
http://www.inem.lviv.ua/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/ekuu.pdf
http://www.inem.lviv.ua/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/ekuu.pdf
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/prainnsc_2025_7_37
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000642398&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000642398&local_base=KPI01

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

MinicTepcTBO  OCBITM 1 Hayku YKpaiHu, XapKiBCbKMI HalllOHAJIbHUNH  YHIBEPCHTET
PagioeIeKTPOHIKH. - XapkiB : XHVYPE, 2021. - 152 c.
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634072&local base=KPI01

Jlaromienko B. B. Bubip meromosnorii HaykoBoro nmociimkenns / B. B. Jlarogienko, JI. B.
IBanuenkoBa, O. B. Jlaroxienko // Jlep:kaBa ta perionn. Cepis : EkoHOMIiKa Ta MiIPUEMHUIITBO. -
2022. - Ne 3. - C. 4-9. - Pexxum noctymy: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/drep 2022 3 3

JlutBunoB A. C. BuKOpHCTaHHS IITYYHOTO IHTEJEKTY B OCBITI Ta HAyKOBHX JOCIiIKEHHSIX
3no0yBauiB Bumioi ocBitd / A. C. JlutBunoB // IlepcriektuBu Ta iHHOBamii Hayku (Cepis
"[Temarorika", Cepis "Ilcuxomnoris", Cepis "Menuuuna"). - 2025. - Ne 1. - C. 651-663. - Pexum
noctymy: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/prainnsc 2025 1 58

Mengins, B. 0. Metonomnoris Ta oprasi3aiiis HayKOBHX ITOCHIKEHb (Y CTPYKTYpPHO-JIOTIYHUX
cxemax i1 Tabmuiix) : HapuanbHU mocioHuk / B.IO. Mensins, FO.1. Jlanwsko, I.I. KobnsHceka. -
Cymn : VYHiBepCHUTETChKA KHUTA, 2020. - 218 c.
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000629382&local base=KPI01

HogikoBa H. Mertogomorist sik TeopeTHyHa MOeNb HaykoBoro mociimxkeHHs / H. Hosikopa //
European scientific journal of economic and financial innovation. - 2025. - Ne 2. - C. 414-420. -
Pexxum noctyny: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/esjefi 2025 2 40

[Turonenko 1. B., €xnin M. H. [Iporpama comionoriuHoro gocmimpkeHHst / Benmuka ykpaiHchKa
enmuisionenis. URL:  https://vue.gov.ua/IIporpama  coriosioriyHoro  JocHifpkeHHA — (narta
3BepHeHHs: 1.05.2025).

X’tomep M. 3unanns. Peansnicts. LinHicTh: Betyn no anamituunoi dinocodii maiike s Beix /
nep. 3 auri1. buctpunpkuit M.€. Kuis : Ham ®opmar, 2024. 404 c.

Xeiibep, xonaran. Kputuune mucnenHs / Jlxkonaran XenOep ; mepekiana 3 aHMIHCHKOI
Onekcannapa boituenko ; imocrpamii Bikropa Kyaina. - Kuis : Bugasaunrso "ArtHuss", 2023. -
198 c. https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000646981&local base=KPI01
Hluakapyk O. B. Akanemiuna JOOpOUYECHICTH SK CKJIAJOBa aKaJeMidyHOI KyJIbTypH yYaCHHKIB
OCBITHBOro 1 HaykoBoro mnpouecy / O. B. Illunkapyk // Humanitarian studios: pedagogics,
psychology, philosophy . - 2023. - Vol. 14, no. 2. - C. 107-114. - Pexum nocrymy:
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/hst 2023 14 2 15

[Mynbebkuit M. I'. CyTh METOA0IOTTYHUX MIIXOAIB Y HayKoBoMY fociiakenHl / M. T'. lllynbcbkuit
// HaykoBi 3anucku [ YkpaiHChKoOi akajaemii apykapcersa). - 2024. - Ne 1. - C. 269-283. - Pexum
noctymy: http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Nz 2024 1 28

All of the above sources are available on the Internet or on the discipline page, as well as in the

methodological office of the Department of Sociology (room 503, building 7). Required reading fragments
will be indicated during the passage of the relevant topics..

Educational content

5. Methodology for mastering the academic discipline (educational component)

Lectures using informative-receptive methods, heuristic conversations, elements of educational
discussion, elements of problem-based presentation of the material.

Multimedia equipment, a computer are used in classes. During distance learning, Zoom and/or
Google Meet video conferencing services, the educational web service Google Classroom on the
Sikorsky platform, messengers for communication with students, and the university software of the
information and communication system "Electronic Campus" are used.

No Name of the subject of the lesson and list of main questions

Topic 1. Concept, structure and types of scientific research.

The concept of scientific research. Basic principles of research work. The importance of the
researcher's personal motivation for writing a high-quality scientific paper. The social significance
of research activities for society as a whole. The practical value of skills acquired as a result of
independent scientific work for the activities of a sociologist.

Tasks for the SRS:



https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634072&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000634072&local_base=KPI01
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/drep_2022_3_3
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/prainnsc_2025_1_58
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000629382&local_base=KPI01
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000629382&local_base=KPI01
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/esjefi_2025_2_40
https://opac.kpi.ua/F/?func=direct&doc_number=000646981&local_base=KPI01
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/hst_2023_14_2_15
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/hst_2023_14_2_15
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/Nz_2024_1_28

Find an article on the topic of your master's thesis in a scientific sociological journal. Analyze an
example of a scientific publication and determine its type of research.

Topic 2. The problem of truth and the structure of scientific knowledge.

The concept of truth. Functions of truth in scientific knowledge. The problem of the existence of
truth. Objectivism and relativism. Scientific truth and the problem of finding its criteria. Rational
principles of truth. Verification and falsification. Practice as a criterion of truth. Forms of truth.
Truth and error. Dialectics of the development of scientific knowledge. Sensual knowledge and
its elements. Rational knowledge and its forms: a) concept as the main form of rational
knowledge; b) judgments and inferences; c) the role of categories in the functioning and
development of rational knowledge, thinking, consciousness. The unity of the sensual and rational
in knowledge. Types of rationality in modern culture.

Tasks for the SRS:

Find an article on the topic of your master's thesis in a scientific sociological journal. The article
should contain the results of theoretical and applied research. Determine the essence of the
scientific problem, object and subject, goal and objectives of the research, hypotheses, and
operational definitions of basic concepts.

Topic 3. The concept of "knowledge" and approaches to its analysis

Approaches to the analysis of the concept of "knowledge" (traditional method of analysis,
contestability theory, Gettier's approach, without false assumptions, reliability, proper
functioning, traceability, contestability). Failure of analysis. Locke's theory of concepts.
Wittgenstein's approach to concepts.

Tasks for the SRS:

Make a scheme for the classification of knowledge. Compare the concepts of "knowledge" and
"information".

Topic 4. General scientific methods: classification.

Concepts and criteria for classifying general scientific methods. Theoretical and empirical
research methods. General scientific theoretical methods of scientific research. Systemic method.
Historical method. Method of analysis and synthesis. Method of deduction and induction.
Theoretical methods specific to the study of social phenomena.

Tasks for the SRS:

Think within which (possibly, which) sociological paradigm you plan to conduct scientific
research that will form the basis of your master's thesis. Justify your choice.

Topic 5. Choosing a topic for scientific research and determining its relevance.

Types of student scientific works. Recommended topics, topics of free choice of students. Criteria
for choosing a topic. Personal interest of the student, benefit for future professional activity.
Presence of a problem (unresolved issues, unsettled relations, conflicts of law, etc.). Social
importance of the chosen topic. Degree of scientific development, availability of literature. Level
of familiarity of the student with the topic. Reality of conducting research according to the
schedule of scientific works.

Tasks for the SRS:

Describe the relevance of the topic of your master's thesis. Make references to relevant previous
research, statistical material, sociological observations and other facts. Explain what social
problem your research is aimed at solving.

Topic 6. Use of artificial intelligence (Al) in scientific research

Retrospective analysis (search for sources, their brief description, systematization) on a specific
issue. Generating ideas (for choosing potential directions, methods, techniques, methodology,
research tools, etc.). Searching for prototypes and/or analogues for inventions (for example, for
patents). Searching for necessary statistical data, analyzing data and identifying patterns (in
particular, connections) in BigData. Analysis (expertise, criticism) of novelty / similarity /
differences / limitations of scientific results (propositions, hypotheses, concepts, models).
Analysis and/or modeling of risks / reliability / safety of the use of inventions. Automation of
routine tasks to increase the productivity of scientists, improve the quality of scientific
publications

Assignments for the SRS:




Form a prompt (prompt-engineering) on your master's thesis topic. Compare the Al results with
your own developments.

Topic 7. Writing a master's thesis: stages of preparation. Stages of work on a master's thesis. The
role of planning in the process of writing a master's thesis. Choosing a topic for a master's thesis.
Collecting material. Requirements for drawing up a detailed work plan. Taking notes. Features of
working on the applied section of a master's thesis. Designing a master's thesis. Review and
requirements for writing it. Report, types and requirements for preparation.

Tasks for the SRS:

Develop a detailed calendar plan for working on a master's thesis. Explain each point of the plan.

Topic 8. Principles of working with sources.

The quality of scientific sources used by students when writing papers. Monographs, articles in
scientific journals, textbooks, articles in sociological publications of general practical orientation,
results of sociological surveys and research, reports at conferences, news and press releases.
Concepts and types of plagiarism. Ethics of a scientist. Determining the quality of Ukrainian
sources: a list of officially approved professional publications, websites of individual journals.
Determining the quality of foreign sources: a rating of English-language publications. Stages of
working with literature. Search; systematization and storage of information; note-taking;
preparation of bibliography. Databases of full-text materials. Liga-Zakon database, scientific
electronic library of periodicals of the V. Vernadsky Library, electronic catalogs of other libraries,
Internet search using GOOGLE SCHOLAR. Systems for storing and taking notes on information
using Word, OneNote, EverNote programs. Rules for formatting references and bibliographic lists
and their use in student scientific work.

Tasks for the SRS:

Get acquainted with one of the examples of an innovative project for collecting and analyzing
sociological information. Find an Internet resource with which you can create web questionnaires.
Get acquainted with its capabilities and limitations. Choose one study on the website of the
National Bank of Sociological Data "Kyiv Archive", close in topic to your master's thesis.
Download the array and methodological documentation. Get acquainted with the topic and
variables of the selected study. Formulate several explanatory (causal) hypotheses and verify them
using SPSS.

Topic 9. Generalization of the results of scientific research and forms of its approval

The concept of a scientific publication and its main types. Monograph and the algorithm for its
writing, the differences between a dissertation and a monograph. Scientific article, requirements
for its design. Abstracts, their structure. Abstract: structure and algorithm for its preparation.
Review and requirements for its writing. Report, types and requirements for preparation. Oral
presentation of information: features of preparation for the public defense of a master's thesis.
Tasks for the SRS:

Find an English-language publication on the topic of your master's thesis in a foreign scientific
journal. Write a summary of the article in 250 words. Prepare a short (5-10 minutes) oral report
with a presentation of the main provisions of the article and critical analysis.

Seminar (practical) classes

The main tasks of the seminar series are to form knowledge, skills and experience in choosing a topic
for scientific research, justifying its novelty and relevance; determining the object, subject, goal and
objectives of the research; developing the structure of scientific work; presenting and formalizing the results
of the research.

Didactic methods are used, observation and comparison, generalization and abstraction, analogy,
induction, deduction, analysis and synthesis, analytical-synthetic, abstract-deductive, concrete-inductive,
explanatory-illustrative, reproductive, partially-search, research.

No

Name of the subject of the lesson and list of main questions

Seminar class 1.




Topic 1. Concept, structure and types of scientific research.

The concept of scientific research. Basic principles of research work. The importance of the
researcher's personal motivation for writing a high-quality scientific paper. The social significance
of research activities for society as a whole. The practical value of skills acquired as a result of
independent scientific work for the activities of a sociologist. Foreign experience in teaching the
basics of scientific research and critical thinking. The task of improving the level of domestic
scientific research.

1. What is scientific research and what are its main features?

2. What structural elements does scientific research have?

3. What is the difference between fundamental and applied research?

4. How are scientific research classified according to methodological features?

5. What is the role of empirical and theoretical components in research?

Find an article on the topic of your master's thesis in a scientific sociological journal. Analyze an
example of a scientific publication and determine its type of research.

Task for the SRS:
Analyze an example of a scientific publication and determine its type of research.

Seminar class 2.

Topic 2. The problem of truth and the structure of scientific knowledge.

1. What is scientific truth?

2. Functions of truth in scientific knowledge?

3. Forms of truth?

4. What stages of scientific knowledge are distinguished in the philosophy of science?

5. How do verification and falsification affect the knowledge of truth?

Tasks for the SRS:

Find an article on the topic of your master's thesis in a scientific sociological journal. The article
should contain the results of theoretical and applied research. Determine the essence of the
scientific problem, object and subject, goal and objectives of the research, hypotheses and
operational definitions of the main concepts.

Seminar class 3.

Topic 3. The concept of "knowledge" and approaches to its analysis

1. How do philosophy and sociology interpret the concept of knowledge?

2. What types of knowledge exist?

3. What is the difference between intuitive, practical and scientific knowledge?

4. What are the modern approaches to the analysis of knowledge?

5. What role does knowledge play in the formation of scientific discourse?

Tasks for the SRS:

Make a scheme for the classification of knowledge. Compare the concepts of "knowledge" and
"information".

Seminar class 4.

Topic 4. General scientific methods: classification.

1. What are the classifications of general scientific methods?

2. What is the difference between empirical and theoretical methods?

3. How do induction and deduction work in scientific research?

4. What is the essence of the methods of analysis and synthesis?

5. How is the systemic approach used in the social sciences?

Task for the SRS:

Think within which (possibly, which) sociological paradigm you plan to conduct scientific
research that will form the basis of your master's thesis. Justify your choice.

Seminar class 5.

Topic 5. Choosing a topic for scientific research and determining its relevance.
1. What are the criteria for choosing a topic for scientific research?

2. What is relevance and how to justify it?

3. How is the topic related to the scientific direction of training?

4. What mistakes are made when choosing a topic?

5. How to assess the novelty and practical significance of the topic?




Tasks for the SRS:

Describe the relevance of the topic of your master's thesis. Make references to relevant previous
studies, statistical material, sociological observations and other facts. Explain what social problem
your research is aimed at solving.

Seminar class 6.

Topic 6. Using Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Scientific Research

1. What are the main areas of use of Al in scientific research?

2. How can Al help in processing and analyzing large amounts of data?

3. What examples of Al application in social, humanities, and natural sciences do you know?

4. What are the risks of using Al to generate texts or ideas in research (ethical, methodological,
academic)?

5. How can Al tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Elicit, Semantic Scholar AI) be used in the preparation of a
master's thesis?

Tasks for the SRS:

Form a prompt (prompt-engineering) on the topic of your master's thesis. Compare the results of
Al with your own work.

Topic 7. Writing a Master's Thesis: Stages of Preparation.

1. What are the main stages of preparing a dissertation?

2. How long does each stage usually take?

3. How to plan work on a dissertation effectively?

4. What difficulties arise at different stages?

5. What role does a calendar play in writing a paper?

Tasks for the SRS:

Think about the structure of your master's thesis. Could the material be structured differently?

Why?

Seminar class 7.

Topic 8. Principles of working with sources.

1. What sources are used in a master's thesis?

2. How is the search, selection and critical analysis of literature carried out?

3. What is a bibliographical reference and how to format it?

4. How to format citations in accordance with the requirements of academic writing?

5. What services and resources help organize sources?

Tasks for the SRS:

Get acquainted with one of the examples of an innovative project for collecting and analyzing

sociological information. Find an Internet resource with which you can create web questionnaires.
Get acquainted with its capabilities and limitations. Select one study on the website of the National
Bank of Sociological Data "Kyiv Archive", download the array and methodological
documentation. Get acquainted with the topic and variables of the selected study.

Seminar class 8.

Topic 9. Generalization of the results of scientific research and forms of its approval

1. The concept of a scientific publication and its main types.

2. Scientific article, requirements for its design.

3. Abstracts of the report, their structure.

4. Abstract: structure and algorithm for its preparation.

5. Review and requirements for its writing.

6. Report, types and requirements for preparation.

Tasks for the SRS:

Find an English-language publication on the topic of your master's thesis in a foreign scientific
journal. Write a summary of the article in 250 words. Prepare a short (5-10 minutes) oral report
with a presentation of the main provisions of the article and a critical analysis.

Seminar class 9. Modular test work

Independent work of student

Students independently work on the following questions:




Topic 1. Concept, structure and types of scientific research.

Main questions:

Compare the table "Comparison of three paradigms of sociological research: quantitative,
interpretative, critical".

Topic 2. The problem of truth and the structure of scientific knowledge. Methodology of scientific
research.

Main questions:

Find an article in a scientific sociological journal that presents the results of theoretical and applied
research. Determine the essence of the scientific problem, object and subject, goal and objectives of the
study, hypotheses and operational definitions of basic concepts.

Topic 3. The concept of "knowledge" and approaches to its analysis

Main questions:

Make a scheme for classifying knowledge. Compare the concepts of "knowledge" and
"information".

Topic 4. General scientific methods: classification.

Key questions:

Think within which (possibly, which) sociological paradigms you plan to conduct scientific research
that will form the basis of your master's thesis. Justify your choice.

Topic 5. Choosing a topic for scientific research and determining its relevance.

Key questions:

Describe the relevance of the topic of your master's thesis. Make references to relevant previous
research, statistical material, sociological observations and other facts. Explain what social problem your
research is aimed at solving.

Topic 6. Using artificial intelligence (Al) in scientific research

Key questions:

Formulate a prompt-engineering for your master's thesis topic. Compare the results of Al with your
own work.

Topic 7. Writing a master's thesis: stages of preparation.

Key questions:

Think about the structure of your master's thesis. Make an extended work plan. Explain the logic
behind the structuring of your dissertation. Could the material be structured differently? Why? Develop a
detailed calendar plan for working on your master's dissertation. Explain each point of the plan.

Topic 8. Principles of working with sources.

Key questions:

Get acquainted with one of the examples of an innovative project for collecting and analyzing
sociological information.

Find an Internet resource that can be used to create web questionnaires. Get acquainted with its
capabilities and limitations.



Select one study on the website of the National Bank of Sociological Data "Kyiv Archive",
download the array and methodological documentation. Get acquainted with the topic and variables of the
selected study.

Topic 9. Generalization of the results of scientific research and the form of its testing Key questions:

Find an English-language publication on the topic of your master's dissertation in a foreign scientific
journal. Write a summary of the article in 250 words. Prepare a short (5-10 minute) oral presentation
outlining the main points of the article and providing a critical analysis.

Policy and Control
7. Discipline Policy (Educational Component)

Attendance at classes and completion of assignments

Attendance at lectures is desirable.

Attendance at practical (seminar) classes is mandatory. Missed practical (seminar) classes should
be completed independently and worked out during consultations.

The student's rating will be largely formed by the results of his work in practical (seminar) classes.
Each missed practical class (regardless of the reasons for the absence) reduces the student's final rating in
the discipline. A student who missed practical classes may receive a low rating, which will not allow such
a student to be admitted to the exam. In this case, the topics from the missed seminar classes must be
studied, and the practical assignments must be completed by the student. The student's knowledge
(understanding) of the missed topics (completion of assignments) will be checked during communication
with the teacher according to the consultation schedule available on the website of the Department of
Sociology, or during a break in the lesson ("on par"). A student who completes the relevant tasks (answers
the questions) will receive the corresponding points for the rating depending on the quality of the answers
(task completion).

Forms of work

Lectures on the discipline "Research work on the topic of a master's thesis" highlight key issues of
organizing and conducting scientific research in the context of preparing a master's thesis. The main
concepts, structure and types of scientific research, the problem of truth and the structure of scientific
knowledge are considered. During the lectures, theoretical general scientific methods, basic principles of
working with sources, as well as criteria for choosing a research topic and determining its relevance are
analyzed. Special attention is paid to the requirements for the structure and design of a master's thesis, the
technological principles of its writing and the generalization of results. The teacher will provide students
with a holistic overview of the process of scientific work, focusing on the practical aspects of writing a
thesis, requirements for structure and design, methodological approaches and forms of research approval.
Lectures contain practical advice on organizing research, analyzing sources, and presenting results in the
form of scientific publications, reports, and conferences.

Students are expected to be able to apply theoretical principles in practice. Practical classes will
discuss problematic aspects of organizing and conducting scientific research, methodological approaches,
and requirements for writing a master's thesis. Practical classes are aimed at developing skills in scientific
work, including working with scientific sources, analyzing and systematizing information, formulating
research questions and hypotheses, and choosing an appropriate research methodology. Special attention is
paid to the design of scientific texts, observing academic integrity, and the correct use of citations and
references. During classes, the teacher will summarize and analyze typical errors in the preparation of
master's research, provide recommendations for their elimination, and answer students' questions. Students
will have the opportunity to work with individual and group tasks, discuss their own research, and comment
on and analyze the work of their classmates.



Rules of conduct in classes

During classes, it is recommended to turn off phones in order to achieve a higher level of attention
and focus on educational activities. At the same time, on the recommendation of the teacher, you can use
communication tools to search for information on the discipline's Google Drive or on the Internet.

During classes - both seminars and lectures, students are expected to be active, participate in
discussing issues, complete practical tasks, exercises and tasks, ask questions, contribute to collective
discussions, etc.

During answers in practical classes, you should not read from a smartphone, tablet or laptop. It is
worth using notes made by the student, summaries of the read educational material and data analysis
conducted independently at home or in pairs.
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Incentive points

Criterion Weighted
score

Participation in a conference / 5/ 10 points

publication of abstracts 10 points

Participation in the 2nd round of | 10 points
the All-Ukrainian Student
Olympiad

Publication of a scientific article | 10-15 points

University policy

Academic integrity

The policy and principles of academic integrity are defined in Chapter 3 of the Code of Honor of the National
Technical University of Ukraine "Ihor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute". More details: https://kpi.ua/code. (other
necessary information regarding academic integrity)

Norms of ethical behavior

Standards of ethical behavior of students and employees are defined in Chapter 2 of the Code of Honor of the

National Technical University of Ukraine "Ihor Sikorskyi Kyiv Polytechnic Institute". More details:
https://kpi.ua/code.

8. Types of control and rating system for evaluating learning outcomes (RSE)

The table below lists all types of controls and the scores for each control element..

Ne | Assessment control measure 0 Weighted | Numb
% Total
3/m score er
Speech at seminar (practical) classes, 40 5 8 40

1. | completion of written assignments with
placement in the Classroom




Presentation of one's own scientific 30 30 1 30
2. | research as part of writing a master's

thesis
3. | Modular control work (MCR) 30 30 1 30
Total 100

Calendar control

Conducted twice a semester as a monitoring of the current status of the implementation of the syllabus
requirements. Intermediate certification of students (hereinafter referred to as certification) is a calendar
milestone control. The purpose of the certification is to improve the quality of student learning and monitor
the implementation of the educational process schedule by students.

At the first intermediate certification, the student receives a “pass” if his current rating at the time of
certification is 20 or more points. At the second intermediate certification, the student receives a “pass” if
his current rating at the time of certification is 40 or more points. If this indicator does not meet the
requirements, “not certified” is displayed. The “not certified” is worked out in consultations with the teacher
by answering orally to questions about the material not learned by students and completing missed practical
work.

Semester control: credit

Conditions for admission to the semester control (credit) are the availability of at least 40 points per
semester.
Table of correspondence of rating points to grades on the university scale:

Scores Grade
100-95 Excellent
94-85 Very good
84-75 Good
74-65 Satisfactorily
64-60 Enough
Less than 60 Unsatisfactory
Requirements of certification are not met Not certified

9. Additional information on the discipline (educational component)

List of questions submitted for semester control (credit):

1. Requirements for the design of master's theses. Requirements for the content of structural elements of
the work.

. Abstract, the concept of an abstract and requirements for it.

. Requirements for admission of master's theses to defense.

. Defense of a master's thesis. Criteria for evaluating master's theses.

. The concept of scientific research. Basic principles of research work.

. The importance of the researcher's personal motivation for writing a high-quality scientific work.
. The social significance of research activities for society as a whole.

. The quality of scientific sources.

. The concept and types of plagiarism.

10. Ethics of a scientist.

11. Determining the quality of Ukrainian sources: a list of professional publications, websites of
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individual journals. Determining the quality of foreign sources: rating of English-language publications.
12. Stages of working with literature. Search; systematization and storage of information; note-taking;
bibliography design.



13. Theoretical and empirical research methods.

14. The concept of truth. Functions of truth in scientific knowledge.

15. Rational principles of truth. Verification and falsification.

16. Unity of the sensual and rational in knowledge.

17. Determining the object, subject, goal and objectives of scientific research.

18. Formulation of a scientific question, its connection with the social problem, the solution of which the
research is aimed at.

19. Components of scientific work. Introduction, main part, conclusions.

20. Developing the structure of scientific work using the MindMap computer program.

21. Correspondence of the structural elements of the main part and conclusions to the goals and objectives
of the scientific work.

22. Writing proposals for a research project.

23. Substantiation of the relevance of the chosen topic.

24. The problem to which the research is aimed, the social significance of this problem.

Informal distance and online courses

There is a possibility of crediting certificates of completion of distance or online courses on the relevant
topic. In particular, it is recommended to study the online course "Sociology and Social Research: What,
How, Why?" (SOC101) (https://courses.prometheus.org.ua/courses/IRF/SOC101/2015_T1/about). It is
possible to use other massive open online courses (in whole or in part) provided that their topic and
content are agreed with the lecturer.

Inclusive learning
Allowed

The working program of the academic discipline (syllabus):

Compiled by Igor Pygolenko, PhD, Associate Professor, Associate Professor of the Sociology Department.
Approved by the Sociology Department (protocol Ne 14 from 23.06.2025).

Approved by the Methodical Commission of the faculty (protocol Ne 4 from 24.06.2025).



Appendix A.
RATING SYSTEM FOR ASSESSING LEARNING RESULTS

The RSE of the credit module "Research work on the topic of the master's thesis" provides for the
assessment of students' work in the following types of work:

1) Speeches at seminar (practical) classes, performance of written tasks with placement in the
Classroom (G sem)

2) Presentation of one's own scientific research within the framework of writing a master's thesis (G
prz)

3) Modular test work (G mkr)

1. Calculation of weighted points
The RSE for the discipline consists of the sum of the student's points for the completed control
measures during the semester (RD)

RD = Gsem + Gprz + Gmkr =100 points

1) Speeches at seminar (practical) classes, performance of written tasks with placement in the
Classroom (G sem).

Weighted score — 5 points for the correct answer (supplement to the answer) or a written assignment
posted in the Classroom. The maximum number of points for activity in seminar classes is

G sem = 5 points * 8 od. =40 points

When answering each question, the student receives:

- "excellent", a complete answer (at least 90% of the required information, if the answer
demonstrates deep knowledge of the material, logically and consistently presents it, gives substantiated
conclusions, freely operates with specific data, easily and convincingly answers the questions posed; active
participation in the lesson - 3 points;

- "very good" and "good", a sufficiently complete answer (at least 75% of the required information),
or a complete answer with minor inaccuracies, answers most of the questions posed - 2 points;

- "satisfactory" and "sufficient", an incomplete answer (at least 60% of the required information)
and significant errors, answers the questions posed poorly or does not answer at all, complements the
answers of other students - 1 point.

- "unsatisfactory", no work at the seminar, the student was not ready to answer the question posed -
0 points.

2) Presentation of one's own scientific research within the framework writing a master's thesis (G
prz).

Weighted score - 30 points.

"excellent" - 28-30 points

"very good" - 25-27 points

"good" - 20-24 points

"satisfactory" - 18-19 points

"sufficient" - 16-17 points

Fx (admission to take the final test) - 15 points

If the student receives less than 15 points, the presentation work is not credited.
Assessment criteria:



The work is assessed according to the completeness of the task, the correctness of the description
of the results, theoretical and factual saturation, and the depth of analysis.

3) Modular test work (MKR)

Weighted score - 30 points.

"excellent" - 28-30 points

"very good" - 25-27 points

"good" - 20-24 points

"satisfactory" - 18-19 points

"sufficient" - 16-17 points

Fx (admission to take the final test) - 15 points

If the student receives less than 15 points, the MCR is not credited.

Assessment criteria:

The work is assessed according to the completeness of the task, the correctness of the description
of the results, theoretical and factual saturation, depth of analysis.

Incentive points

For participation in scientific and practical conferences held at the FSP or in other educational and
research institutions, for publishing an abstract or scientific article, taking informal distance or online
courses, translating scientific publications and other types of work, the student receives additional points.

Conditions for admission to semester control:

The condition for admission of a student to the test is to obtain a preliminary rating score of at least
40 points. Students who have scored less than 40 points during the semester are not allowed to take the test.

Students who have scored 60 or more points during the semester may receive a semester grade
“automatically” with the student’s consent, without additional questioning.

Students who have scored less than 60 points during the semester, but more than 40 points (40 points
< RD < 60 points), or who wish to increase their rating score, perform a test.

To receive “passed” from the first calendar control, the student must have at least 20 points, to
receive “passed” from the second calendar control, the student must have at least 40 points.

4) Test.

Weighted score — 100.

The test takes the form of a list of questions that the student must answer. The questions are different
in content, correspond to the topics of lectures, seminars, independent work, self-control questions.

Assessment criteria

95-100 points - the student demonstrates a deep knowledge of the content of the educational
material, the ability to systematically and interdisciplinary analysis of the problems of the course; freely
and correctly uses scientific concepts and terms, formulates logical, reasoned conclusions, expresses his
own well-founded position on discussion issues;

85-94 points - the student demonstrates a very good level of assimilation of the educational material,
1s well-oriented in the main topics of the course, is capable of analysis and generalization; there may be
isolated inaccuracies in formulations or examples that do not significantly affect the overall level of the
answer;



75-84 points - the student demonstrates a fairly complete understanding of the main topics and issues
of the course. Uses basic scientific terminology, however, the analysis is mainly descriptive; conclusions
are formulated, but not always sufficiently reasoned;

65-74 points - the student demonstrates a general understanding of the course material, but the
answers contain noticeable inaccuracies in definitions, examples or logic of presentation; the use of
scientific terminology is limited, the analytical component is weakly expressed;

60-64 points - the student demonstrates fragmentary knowledge of individual course topics, is
oriented only in some key concepts; the answers are incomplete, superficial, the conclusions are not
sufficiently substantiated or are absent;

0-59 points - the student is not oriented in key concepts and issues of the course, demonstrates
superficial or chaotic knowledge; there is no analytical thinking and the ability to apply the knowledge
gained; the answers are illogical or incomplete.

The conversion of the value of rating grades into ECTS and traditional grades for displaying them
in the credit report and credit book is carried out in accordance with the table.

Table
Total points for all types of Traditional assessment
learning activities

95-100 Excellent
85-94 Very good
75 -84 Good
65-74 Satisfactorily
60 - 64 Enough

Less than 60 Unsatisfactory




